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THE MODERATORS SPEAK 


Church and Girl Scouts 





USA Moderator 
Ralph Waldo Lloyd: 


The record of the Girl Scout movement and 
organization in this country is a notable one. 
The program meets real needs for many com- 
munities and many individual girls. 


| understand that a fourth of all Girl Scout 
troops are related in some way to religious in- 
stitutions. For a considerable number of con- 
gregations, they comprise a useful part of their 
youth programs. And, of course, the churches 
are interested in the strengthening of all com- 
munity welfare enterprises, whether or not 
connected directly with a church. 


Girl Scouts is certainly such an enterprise 
and can be a positive Christian force. | extend 
best wishes for Girl Scout Week. 


U. S. Moderator 
Wade H. Boggs: 


Many churches in our denomination will observe Girl 
Scout Sunday on March 6. Throughout the South, Girl 
Scout troops will attend our churches, in expression of one 
of the fundamental tenets of the Girl Scout code, and an 
illustration of the 1955 theme for the organization, ‘’Be- 
lieve, Belong, Build.”’ 

It is well for our churches and congregations to join in 
this emphasis which helps to impress upon the young girls 
of the church the importance of a deep faith in God, and 
which also serves to call the attention of the adults to an 
organization which is doing much to strengthen the moral 
principles underlying our society. As the Girl Scouts reaf- 
firm their recognition of their duty to God in these annual 
observances, let us all join with them in rededicating our 
time and energies to teaching all our youth the full meaning 
of Christian faith and citizenship. 











Letters to the Editors 





Most “‘Ministers Do Not Come So Cheap” 





Answers Letter 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Having read Mr. B. B. Plyler’s letter 
which was published in the Feb. 14 Out- 
LoOK, I feel that it deserves a reply. 

I am one of those “young preachers” 
about whom Mr. Plyler is talking. Fur- 
thermore, I am a member of Albemarle 
Presbytery. I spoke on the floor of pres- 
bytery in favor of church reunion; and 
I tried, conscientiously, to ground my ar- 
gument in a sound and valid interpreta- 
tion of Scripture. Finally, I cast my vote 
on the categorical question in the affirma- 
tive. Therefore, I seem to be one of the 
culprits against whom Mr. Plyler is writ- 
ing. 

First of all, I would like to say that 
Mr. Plyler’s statement which reads, “Stop 
the money and see how long the young 
preachers will preach,” is the most ap- 
pallingly cynical utterance that I have 
ever heard from a Ruling Elder. 

The clear implication is that the major 
motive in a young man’s entering the min- 
istry, and the major incentive in his con- 
tinuing in such a ministry, are money and 
beautiful churches. Another equally clear 
implication is that, because the money 
for our churches comes from the older 
members, therefore the minister should 
do and think as they do. 

Since Mr. Plyler has proposed a test, I 
should like to propose one in return: Stop 
the young ministers from preaching and 
voting their own convictions and see how 
long our beautiful churches will stand with 
vacant pulpits! Green moss will cover 
our pulpits before anyone other than 
toadying sycophants will preach in them. 
That I guarantee! 

Whence came this contemptible idea 
that because one puts a dollar in the offer- 
ing plate every Sunday he has the right 
to think he has bought himself a preacher? 
I thank God that the overwhelming ma- 
jority of our ministers do not come so 
cheap! A consecrated minister is not a 
hired-hand; he is a man called by God to 
speak seriously to a remarkably shallow 
generation. He is called to be a spiritual 
light to his people, not an ornamental 
soundingboard for his church constitu- 
ency. Neither money, influence, pressure, 
nor intimidation will persuade a sincere 
minister to desert his deeply-felt Christian 
convictions. The sooner our officers and 
church members learn that their min- 
ister’s allegiance is, first and last, to God, 
and not to the prevailing prejudices and 
mores of his congregation, the sooner will 
we have Christian understanding and har- 
mony in our churches. This seems to be 
a difficult lesson for many congregations 
to learn; but it is one which is funda- 
mental to the continued vitality and spirit- 
ual growth of Christianity. 

It should be pointed out that it was the 
anti-union group, and not the pro-unions, 
that carried the motion that the vote 
should be taken in Albemarle Presbytery. 
Several of the pro-unions, including myself, 
spoke in favor of postponing the action 
until a later date. But the motion for a 
vote was passed with a majority of the 
anti-unions supporting it. Obviously they 
felt that they had a sufficient majority to 
“carry the day” in the vote on the cate- 
gorical question. The result proved that 


they were mistaken. In all fairness, let’s 
keep the record straight on this matter. 

As to how the vote would have gone 
had it been taken at a recessed meeting, 
no one can say with certainty. But there 
are good grounds for believing that the 
result would not have been significantly 
different. 

Joun E. Murray. 

New Bern, N. C. 


Examination Is Required 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I am wondering about one of the “Notes 
from a Presbytery Meeting Beyond the 
Mason-Dixon,” by D. Mac Brown in your 
issue of January 24. Mr. Brown says that 
“being received into presbytery without 
the’ usual examination had a profound 
impression on” him. Mr. Brown seems 
to commend the USA presbytery for omit- 
ting an examination, evidently in theol- 
ogy, which the Form of Government, 
Chapter X, Section XX, requires. Does 
Mr. Brown consider this requirement more 
honored in the breach than in the ob- 
servance? 

In the same article he speaks com- 
mendably of the final roll call to make 
sure that members stayed for the entire 
meeting. This “ought ye to have done, 
and not to leave the other undone.” 

In rewriting Section XX, of Chapter X, 
of the Form of Government last year, the 
church retained the requirement that a 
minister of a Reformed Church holding 
the Presbyterian System in correspond- 
ence with the General Assembly, when 
seeking membership in a_ presbytery, 
“shall be examined in theology.” A pres- 
bytery should be reprimanded rather than 
commended for failing to observe this re- 
quirement. 

Rosert H. Henry. 
Darlington, Pa. 


Jehovah's Witness 


To THe OUTLOOK: 


In your October 4 issue under “Books 
Received,” you list Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
by Royston Pike, Philosophical Library, 
N. Y. 

Please tell me something about this 
book. Is the author a member of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses or is this a discus- 
sion of them? Please give your opinion 
of the book. 

I am not a Witness; I am a Presby- 
terian. But members of my family are 
Witnesses and if the book would heip 
me to show them the errors in their 
beliefs, then I’d like to have it. 

Please give me your sincere opinion. 


SUBSCRIBER, 


EDITOR’S NOTE—This is a British 
work, purely objective. It gives a very 
good description of the movement but it 
does not point out the errors on which it 
is based. For a better reference see 
“Christian Deviations” by Horton Davies 
(OUTLOOK, November 22 book review). 
There is a very good chapter, though 
brief. Also see “The Religious Bodies of 
America” by F. E. Mayer, Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, for a more 
thorough discussion. 


PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 


(NOTE: U.S. means from the Presby- 
terian U. S. calendar; USA means from 
the Presbyterian, USA.) 

Feb. 27-March 6, Week of Prayer and 
Self-Denial for World Missions (U.S.) 

Mar. 1-2, Annual meeting, Broadcasting 
and Film Commission, National Council 
of Churches, New York. 

Mar. 2-3. General Board, National Coun- 
cil of Churches, Chicago. 

Mar. 2-9, Christian Education National 
Staff Conference, Presbyterian, USA, Buck 
Hill Falls, Pa. 

Mar. 3, Board of Managers, American 
Bible Society, New York. 

Mar. 3-5, S. E. Regional Conf., Intersem- 
inary Movement, NCC, Columbia, S. C. 

Mar. 6, Girl Scout Sunday. March 6-12, 
Girl Scout Week. 

March 7-9, General Council and Com- 
mittees, Presbyterian USA, New York. 

Mar. 7-Apr. 10, Presbyterian, U. S., “Find 
Life With God” Campaign. 

Mar. 7-13, Find Life With God (U.S.): 

S. C. Ministers in Georgia. 

Fla. Ministers in Alabama. 

Tenn. Ministers in Kentucky. 
Louisiana Ministers in Mississippi. 

Mar. 8, Annual Dinner, International 
Missionary Council, New York. 

Mar. 10-11, Joint Committee on Presby- 
terian Union, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Mar. 11, Committee for Southern Asia, 
Foreign Missions, NCC, New York. 

Mar. 14-18, National Citizenship Sem- 
inary, United Christian Youth Movement, 
Washington, D. C. 

Mar. 16-17, S. W. Regional Conference, 
Interseminary Movement, Marshall, Texas. 

Mar. 17, Japan Committee, NCC Foreign 
Missions, New York. 

Mar. 18, Philippine Committee, NCC 
Foreign Missions, New York. 

Mar. 18-20, Presbyterian USA Men, Chi- 
cago. 

Mar. 18-20, Quadrennial Conf. Planning 
Com.. Student Volunteer Movement, Paw- 
ling, N. Y. ; 

Mar. 20, One Great Hour of Sharing 
(Church World Service) 

Mar. 20-25, Find Life With God (U-.S.): 

Va. Ministers in N. C. 
Appalachia Ministers in W. Va. 

Mar. 22, Near East Com., NCC Foreign 
Missions, New York. 

Mar. 24, China Committee, NCC Foreign 
Missions, New York. 

Mar. 24-25, Committee on Cooperation 
in Latin America, NCC Foreign Missions, 
New York. 

Mar. 25, Korea Committee, NCC Foreign 
Missions, New York. 

Mar. 25-27, Executive Com., 
Church Men, NCC, Chicago. 

Mar. 27-Apr. 3, Find Life With God 

U.S.): 

;' Georgia Ministers in South Carolina. 
Alabama Ministers in Florida. 
Kentucky Ministers in Tennessee. 
Missisippi Ministers in Louisiana. 

Mar. 29-Apr. 1, Joint Dept. of Steward- 
ship and Benevolence, NCC, Buck Hill 
Falls, Pa. 

Apr. 3, Palm Sunday. 

Apr. 3-9, Holy Week 

Apr. 6, S. E. Asia Com., NCC Foreign 
Missions, New York. 

Apr. 7, Maundy Thursday. 

Apr. 8, Good Friday. 

Apr. 10, Easter. (Offering for Church 
World Service, “One Great Hour of Shar- 
ing” in the U. S. church.) 
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Robt. L. D. Davidson 
Will Head Westminster 


Robert L. D. Davidson, associate dean 
of the Community College of Temple 
University, Philadelphia, Pa., will be- 
come president of Westminster College, 
Fulton, Mo. 


Dr. Davidson will succeed William 
W. Hall, who recently became president 
of Franklin and Marshall College, Lan- 
caster, Pa. 

The newly-elected president will as- 
sume his duties late this spring. Now 
46 years old, he is a ruling elder in the 
First Presbyterian Church in Springfield, 
Flourtown, a suburb of Philadelphia. 
Before assuming his present duties he 
was a member of the faculty in history 
and director of placement in the Phila- 
delphia institution. 


The Great Question 


Who do the people say that I am?— 
Luke 9:18. Read Matthew 16:13-20. 


There are questions upon whose an- 
swers the future waits, for they determine 
destinies. The future of Christianity was 
dependent upon the answer a little group 
of men gave to this question. Jesus’ min- 
istry of self-revelation was not yet com- 
plete but it was now sufficient and if 
those, his chosen, had not read its mean- 
ings there were none left to read them. 
There must have been a silence in earth 
and sky as he waited for the answer. 
Churches and theologies have been built 
upon Peter’s answer but it repeats itself 
from generation to generation. 

The accents of the answers change, but 
their substance is timeless: that the way 
and truth and life of Jesus Christ are the 
revelation of the divine purpose. Civili- 
zations are built upon the answers made 
to Jesus’ question. He added one thing 
more: the answer must not only be said 
but done. We in our turn face the endur- 
ing interrogation and our answers to it 
are our destinies. 


O od, who didst reveal thy love and 
thy will in the brief life of man, thy son, 
who still stands suppliant and questing 
upon the thresholds of our souls, help us 
to answer in love, wisdom, and obedience 
that he was and is for all men their sal- 
vation; in Jesus’ name. AMEN. 

—GAIUS GLENN ATKINS in The Fellow- 


ship of Prayer, distributed by the National 
Council of Churches. Used by permission. 


OTTAWA MEETING 


Reformed Theological Statement Is Urged 


General Assemblies of American Pres- 
byterian bodies will be asked this year if 
they are interested in the possibility of 
naming representatives to assist in formu- 
lating a statement of the Reformed wit- 
ness. This action was voted at the recent 
meeting of the North America Area Coun- 
cil of the World Presbyterian Alliance at 
its meeting in Ottawa, Canada. 

Proposed by Presbyterian, USA, Stated 
Clerk Eugene Carson Blake, the drafting 
of such a theological statement would be 
undertaken if as many as five of the 
member churches respond favorably. The 
committee would be expected to report to 
the council as to the “kind of statement 
or statements it would prepare to draft, 
a time schedule of its work, and prelim- 
inary suggestions as to the way or ways 
the drafted statement or statements shall 
be ultimately handled, approved, or 
adopted.” 

In discussing the need for such a 
statement, Dr. Blake said “the churches 
have been theologically shallow for a gen- 
eration.” If a statement is developed, he 
said, it “might lead to something far 
beyond anything we may dare to predict.” 

Dean James I. McCord of the Austin 
(Texas) Theological Seminary was 
named head of the committee, if the re- 
spective churches respond favorably. 


Church, State, Education 

In another action the council author- 
ized a statement outlining the principles 
of the Reformed faith in regard to civil 
and religious liberty. Also ordered was 
a study of the relation of church to state 
with particular reference to education. 

The World Council of Churches was 
asked by the Presbyterian council to seek 
the cooperation of the Greek Orthodox 
Church in influencing the Greek govern- 
ment to end “disabilities suffered by 
evangelicals in Greece.” 

Application for membership in the 
World Presbyterian Alliance has been 
made by the Independent Presbyterian 
Church of Brazil. The executive com- 
mittee of the Alliance is expected to vote 
on the application at once. The Alliance 
president, John A. Mackay, told the coun- 
cil that there is the possibility of a union 
of the Independent Presbyterian Church 
of Brazil and the Presbyterian Church in 
Brazil by 1959. 

Harrison Ray Anderson of the Fourth 
church, Chicago, reported progress on 


the raising of the $125,000 fund for the 
restoration of the Calvin Auditorium in 
Geneva, Switzerland. This center is ex- 
pected to serve the world Presbyterian 
and Reformed family of churches. 


Officers Are Elected 

New president of the North America 
council, elected at Ottawa, is G. Campbell 
Wadsworth, pastor of West United 
Church, Montreal, succeeding John H. 
Gardner, Jr., of Baltimore. 

Other officers named include Robert 
Franklin Murray II of New York, treas- 
urer, succeeding Robert C. Ligget, Valley 
Forge, Pa., who resigned after 20 years 
of service; Tim J. Campbell, United 
Presbyterian of Newton, Iowa, vice- 
chairman; and Roy E. Grace, United 
Presbyterian of Upper Darby, Pa., re- 
cording secretary. 

Among members of the administrative 
committee are: 1957: Hugh Bean Evans, 
Presbyterian, USA, Cincinnati; Addison 
H. Leitch, United Presbyterian, Pitts- 
burgh; 1958: Marshall S. Woodson, 
Presbyterian, U. S., Red Springs, N. C.; 
1956: R. C. Grier, A. R. P., Greenville, 
=<. 

Dr. Blake, recently returned from a 
meeting of the executive committee of the 
World Council of Churches in Geneva, 
called upon the churches of the North 
American Area to continue their support 
of the WCC’s Department of Interchurch 
Aid. He praised the work which the 
department is doing, not only in relief 
work among refugees, but also in promot- 
ing ecumenical work camps for young 
people and other projects. 


Native Church Assumes 
Responsibility in India 

All rights, duties and responsibilities 
formerly held by the Presbyterian, USA, 
Western India Mission have been turned 
over to the Kolhapur Church Council, 
provisional division of the United Church 
of Northern India. The step was ap- 
proved by the Board of Foreign Missions 
at its winter meeting. 

This policy follows up the strategy an- 
nounced in 1952 which includes “‘a more 
rapid transfer of responsibility to national 
Christian leadership.” 

From now on, work assignments for all 
missionaries (to be “fraternal workers’’), 
all requests for new personnel from Amer- 








ica, and responsibility for all institutions 
formerly belonging to the Mission will 
be the responsibility of the Indian church. 
This does not include Miraj Medical 
Centre which has an independent govern- 
ing body. 

‘The new provisions will become effec- 
tive next July 1. A permanent commit- 
tee will review the effectiveness of the 
plan and recommend changes and amend- 
ments after three years of operation. 

The plan was formulated last fall by 
officers of the church and Mission in 
Western India and later approved by the 
India Council. This council coordinates 
all work carried on in India by the Pres- 
byterian, USA, Board. 

Leaders explained that the policy is 
designed ‘‘as a demonstration of the 
growth in power and responsibility of the 
church in India.” They also said it is 
becoming increasingly embarrassing to 


the church in India that many property 
titles are still held by a foreign corpora- 
tion. All titles, therefore, will be trans- 
ferred to trust associates in India, pend- 
ing approval by the Board. 


Camp and Conference 
Director to Be Named 


More help will be offered the church 
at large in response to requests for ‘‘more 
materials, more direction and more guid- 
ance” in camp and conference work by 
the Presbyterian, U. S., Board of Chris- 
tian Education. 

After some months of study, the Board 
authorized employment of personnel to 
head such a department in the Richmond, 
Va., offices. 

Mrs. L. C. Majors was named special 
field representative of the Board, being 
made available to study local situations, 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio telephone panel, are 

John B. Spragens, director of youth work for the Presbyterian Church, 

U. S.; Edward J. Humphrey, Westminster Church, Richmond, Va.; and 
Oswald Delgado, Tims Memorial Church, Lutz, Fla. 


UNPARDONABLE SIN 

How does a person sin against the 
Holy Spirit? 

SpraAGENS: Actually, any sin is a sin 
against the Holy Spirit, but I think the 
questioner is thinking of a particular pas- 
sage (Mk. 3:29) where Christ is speak- 
ing of a sin which will not be forgiven; 
that sin being blasphemy, or speaking 
against the Holy Spirit. We have to read 
the passage in the setting in which it is 
placed in the gospels to see what the 
meaning is. Jesus had been healing, and 
the Pharisees had claimed that his heal- 
ing was done by the power of Satan. 
Against this background Jesus made his 
statement about the sin against the Holy 
Spirit. These people were maliciously 
saying that what he was doing was being 
done by the power of Beelzebub, of Satan, 
the evil one. And Jesus said that anyone 
who attributes to the Devil, to evil, what 
is so obviously done by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, has put himself beyond the 
reach of the power of the Holy Spirit— 
anyone who cannot see the work of God 
in such good things as Jesus was doing, 
has hardened himself so as to be unable 
to judge between good and evil. 

However, anyone who is capable of 
worrying about whether he has committed 
the unforgivable sin might as well quit 
worrying. If his conscience is alive 
enough to make him worry about that sort 
of thing, he is not beyond the power of 
the Spirit to reach him. 

Humpnurey: Actually, this points up 
the gravity of sin—the sin against the 
Holy Spirit. The persistent and repeated 
acts of sin and the attitudes of sin—they 
harden our hearts so that it may be that 


4 


the worst punishment is sin itself and 
we do become hardened in heart. 


MopERATOR: So, you would say, that 
a person can say No to God time after 
time, refusing to obey him, until he be- 
comes unable to distinguish the voice of 
God; he cannot hear the voice because he 
is in tune with other voices that control 
his life. But so long as a person can 
respond in obedience to God, he need 
have no fear that he is guilty of an un- 
pardonable sin. 


INFANT BAPTISM 


Is the baptism of infants mentioned 
in the Bible? What does the Bible con- 
sider to be the proper age for baptism? 
On what does the Presbyterian Church 
base its belief regarding such as the 
baptism of infants and sprinkling ? 


Detcapo: There is no scripture verse 
that directly describes or definitely men- 
tions the baptism of any infant, nor does 
the Bible state any specific age which is 
proper for baptism. Baptism in the New 
Testament took the place of circumcision 
in the Old Testament as the “sign and 
seal” of God’s covenant with man. No 
child is ever excluded from any covenant 
of God with man. In the New Testament 
there is a record of a number of families 
baptized by the apostles. In some, if not 
all, of these homes there must have been 
children. We are told that in all these 
instances the “household” was baptized 
—everyone! Infant baptism was the faith 
and practice of the early church; it is still 
the practice of the vast majority of Chris- 
tendom: Protestant, Roman Catholic, 
Greek Orthodox. 


strengthening church programs. 
will become effective August 1. 

A tentative date for the next church- 
wide men’s convention was set for fall, 
1957. Miami, Fla., is expected to be the 
convention city. The recent convention 
in New Orleans paid its way, with 
$4,592 out of $9,000 advanced by the 
Boards being returned to them. A bal- 
ance of $3,793 has been retained. 

The Board reported last year the larg- 
est number of persons enrolled in lead- 
ership classes (16,580) and the largest 
number of credits (8,871), on record. 
Seven regional schools are scheduled for 
the summer, including a new Pilot Lab- 
oratory School for Clinton, S. C., which 
is expected to become the pattern for 
others across the church. 


Two Booklets 


Coming publications of the Board in- 
clude a 32-page pamphlet on Dispensa- 
tionalism by Jos. M. Gettys, Dallas; and 
a 16-page tract on Roman Catholicism 
by James Sprunt, Raleigh, N. C. 

Minister-Elder-Deacon convocations 
are being planned for 1956, with five 
synods already having approved plans 
for this undertaking. 

A committee of the Board was named 
to survey the need for a major curriculum 
study in the Religious Education divi- 
sion. Although a three-year Re-Study 
was undertaken a few years ago, it is 
explained that it has been at least 25 
years since a curriculum study has been 
made. If recommended to the Board, it 
is expected that 25-35 people will be in- 
volved in the undertaking. 

The Higher Education division report- 
ed a grant of $25,000 to be used over a 
three-year period in developing the move- 
ment among Presbyterian faculty mem- 
bers. 

Two $2,500 graduate followships 
were awarded. One to John Newton 
Thomas of Union Seminary (Va.), for 
study in Switzerland; and the other to 
Margaret Burr DesChamps of Agnes 
Scott College. 


This 


Loan Fund Goes Begging 

Last year 221 candidates for the min- 
istry and mission service were received by 
the presbyteries and 21 for non-ordained 
church service. Excluding funds aiding 
future ministers and missionaries, the 
Board reported that its Student Loan 
Fund is not being used to the extent of 
its resources. Only 29 loans were made 
last year. 

In its business report, the Board re- 
ported sales last year amounting to 
$1,834,485 for a profit figure of $253,- 
089. Profits are returned into the educa- 
tional program of the church. 

A survey of the supply orders of Sun- 
day schools reveals that 70% of the U. S. 
schools use material exclusively from the 
Board; 20% of the schools use it in part; 
10% do not use it. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





is n 
an a 
cons 
as n 
in t 
pres! 


we § 
ticul 
of th 
parti 
mem 
the ; 
we h 
the 1 
pudi 


DR. | 
Colur 
Was ¢ 
and s 


MAR 


ith 
the 
al- 


rg- 
ad- 
est 
rd. 
for 
ab- 
‘ich 
for 


in- 
nsa- 
and 
‘ism 


ons 
five 
ans 


med 
ilum 
divi- 
tudy 
it is 
t 25 
been 
rd, it 
e in- 


port- 
ver a 
nove- 
mem- 


yships 
ewton 
), for 
ner to 
Agnes 


> min- 
ved by 
Jained 
aiding 
1s, the 

Loan 
tent of 
> made 


urd re- 
ing to 
$253,- 


educa- 


of Sun- 
ie U.S. 
rom the 
in part; 


TLOOK 





@ Following the vote on union, 
here are some suggested next steps 


PRESENT DECISION—FUTURE RESPONSIBILITY 


HE year 1955 will go down in history 

as a year of decision for the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States. It 
will go down as the year in which after 
eighteen years of long and difficult ne- 
gotiation, first with the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, and later with the United 
Presbyterian Church, a Plan of Union 
was defeated by the Southern presby- 
teries. 

The fact that the plan was defeated 
will seem incredible to countless church- 
men outside our southern area. It must 
be remembered that this Plan was not 
foisted on the church by a little coterie of 
liberal ministers, as has been suggested, 
but that it was the work of an officially 
appointed Permanent Committee on Co- 
operation and Union, appointed by the 
General Assembly itself. No, this work 
was not done in a corner. Every year 
the committee came back to each suc- 
ceeding Assembly to report on its work, 
and went forward with its work under 
the full light of Assembly knowledge and 
approval. 


Leaders Favored 


The fact of the plan’s defeat will fur- 
ther seem incredible to outsiders in view 
of the strong support which it received 
from the acknowledged leaders of the 
church. All four of the seminary presi- 
dents came out publicly in favor of the 
plan; all but a tiny minority of the 
church’s fifty-five seminary professors 
were known to have favored it; and a 
majority of administrators and leading 
pastors were on the side of union. 

Why then did the plan fail? I sup- 
pose the church will be engaged for some 
time to come in an analysis of the vote 
and in an effort to discover the reasons 
for this defeat by the presbyteries. It 
is not my purpose here to attempt such 
an analysis. My purpose is to have you 
consider with me our future responsibility 
as ministers and leaders in the church, 
in the light of the decision which the 
presbyteries have now made. 

In the first place I want to suggest that 
we Southern Presbyterians have a par- 
ticular responsibility to the Presbyterians 
of the USA and the United Churches, and 
particularly to the former. Let us re- 
member that it was we who first proposed 
the negotiations toward union, and that 
we have kept the movement going through 
the years, only to have those efforts re- 
pudiated in these recent days. 


By RICHARD T. GILLESPIE 


I think that it is a fact not without 
significance that the most urgent desire 
for union is to be found in the “border” 
presbyteries, where the work of the two 
churches overlap, and where the members 
of the two communions are best acquaint- 
ed. It is also to be noted that, generally 
speaking, the most ardent opposition to 
the plan has been in those areas that are 
most widely separated both in geography 
and history from our northern neighbors. 
Nor has the desire for union in the border 
regions been merely on administrative 
grounds. In these areas Presbyterians 
have come to know one another person- 
ally, and have. found that there is no 
essential difference between themselves. 


In the light of these facts the respon- 
sibility is upon us to see that every effort 
is made to cultivate and cherish contacts 
between the different branches of the 
Presbyterian family. Perhaps everyone 
on both sides will give lip assent to this 
proposition. But lip assent is not enough. 
These contacts must be implemented by 
deeds as well as by good intentions. 


Ecumenical Responsibility 


I want to suggest in the second place 
that we Southern Presbyterians now have 
a special responsibility to the whole ecu- 
menical fellowship of churches of which 
we are a part. The present vote of our 
Southern presbyteries will create sur- 
prise, disappointment and dismay in the 
minds of many who have not been in 
close touch with recent developments in 
the South. 

Our branch of the church has made 
great progress in the field of ecumenical 
relations, for which we should be grate- 
ful. It has not been many years since 
a regular feature of every Assembly was 
the annual uproar as to whether we should 
remain in the Federal Council or not. A 
man could be tagged theologically and 
ecclesiastically by his attitude toward the 
Federal Council. But the Federal Coun- 
cil had become a dead issue with us even 
before the creation of the National Coun- 
cil in 1950. We are in the ecumenical 
movement to stay. 

We have a responsibility to press for- 
ward in this movement that we may hear 
the voice of the Good Shepherd, as in 


UNITED PRESBYTERIAN POINT OF VIEW 
IS CHURCH UNION A DEAD ISSUE? 


By THEO. M. TAYLOR 


N A MAILING broadcast by the 

“U. P. Continuance Committee” to all 
ministers of our church early this month, 
the statement was made that “the pro- 
posed church union is now, by action of 
the Southern Church, a dead issue.” 
Of course, if it were really a dead issue 
this letter would never have been sent out. 

Church union is by no means a dead 
issue, and it is doubtful if it will be at 
any time in this generation. If it “has 
been before the church four times in the 
past 30 years.”’ It will certainly come up 
again. 

The facts in the case are these: (1) 
The current proposal to bring the three 
Presbyterian Churches together in 1955- 
1956 is defeated, since fewer than the 
required number of presbyteries of the 
Presbyterian Church in the US (South- 
ern) will now ratify the current proposal. 
(2) On the other hand, the presbyteries 
of the Presbyterian Church in the USA 
(Northern) have thus far (with but one 





DR. GILLESPIE is professor of homiletics at 
Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga. This article 
was given as a chapel talk before the faculty 
and students at the seminary. 
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rian leaders in the movement toward Presby- 
terian reunion. He is a professor in Pitts- 
burgh-Xenia Seminary. 


exception) voted in favor of the union, 
and the vote in the United Presbyterian 
Church is running with a strong majority 
in favor of it. (3) It must also be re- 
membered that the General Assemblies 
of the three churches have approved by 
large majorities their union upon the 
basis of the Scriptures and the current 
Plan of Union; (4) It is a fact that re- 
sponsible spokesmen in the three churches, 
representing both the opposition and pro- 
union sentiment, have declared it to be 
their belief that eventual union is in- 
evitable. 

The coming General Assemblies will 
determine, in the light of the final out- 
come of the voting in the three churches, 
and according to their best judgment, 
what they will do next—whether to let 
the case rest momentarily or to continue 
the negotiations in some form. Only 
they, as the responsible courts of the 
churches, are competent to declare an 
issue such as this one to be dead and with 
the pro-union sentiment running as high 
as it is in the three churches it seems 
doubtful that they would do so.—From 
the UNITED PRESBYTERIAN. 








these days he summons his One Flock 
to paths of greater unity. 

This will mean a renewed study of and 
devotion to the missionary enterprise, for 
unquestionably it was the missionary out- 
thrust of the church in the nineteenth cen- 
tury that set up those centripetal move- 
ments of cooperation and unity and 
church union, which marks the ecumen- 
ical movement of our present century. 
Out of this study and commitment there 
will come an enlargement of vision and 
of spirit that will prepare us for some- 
thing better in the years ahead. 

Who knows but that out of this failure 
God will lead us into a broader and 





Wilbur LaRoe Says: 








War Fears. Many thousands of people 
are afraid—especially afraid of Russia 
and China. But our leaders in Washing- 
ton are not afraid because they know that 
Russia is not ready for war and that 
China is extremely weak. The war scares 
are largely without foundation. We must 
not let Molotov and Chou scare us. Fear 
is doing a lot of damage and it is largely 
without foundation. Diligence and pre- 
paredness are all right, but fear is all 
wrong. It is all right to hope that explo- 
sions in Formosa will not become serious, 
but it is wrong to be afraid of China. 
Christian people should have more faith 
and less fear. 

Gratifying Growth. Those who travel 
extensively can hardly believe their eyes 
when they see the amount of new church 
construction and rebuilding in nearly 
every part of the United States. Never 
in the lifetime of any of us has there 
been anything like it. The Church of 
Jesus Christ is on the march in a big 
way. If your own local church is not 
planning actively for the years ahead, it 
is an exception to the general rule. 

“More Important.” On the train I 
met a very well-known columnist who 
has had some difficulty with religion. 
We talked about religion, and when I 
sensed that he was tiring of that subject 
I switched to discussion of the Washing- 
ton political scene. He interrupted me 
to say: “Just a minute please, let’s get 
back to religion for that seems more im- 
portant right now.” Men are hungry for 
religion, and the more intelligent they 
are, the more significant is their hunger. 

Davidson College. This is written 
on a Pullman sleeper named Davidson 
College. What a wonderfullly fine in- 
stitution Davidson is! I am so much in 
love with our Presbyterian colleges and 
appreciate so deeply their contribution to 
America that I get a bit of thrill from 
riding in a sleeping car named Davidson 
College. Yet I tremble a bit when I see 
figures showing how inadequately we con- 
tribute to these splendid institutions. 
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deeper and richer experience of union 
than we have even imagined as yet! 


Biblical Bases 


I want to suggest in the third place 
that we have a particular responsibility 
to the future in the field of Biblical and 
theological scholarship. During the re- 
cent controversy we have received repeated 
warnings against the dangers of so-called 
“modern scholarship.” There has been 
implicit in these warnings a recall to an 
untenable type of scholastic orthodoxy or 
perhaps even to an outmoded type of fun- 
damentalism. Laymen, untrained in the- 
ological disciplines, have written articles 
and tracts, confusing the vital recon- 
struction that is taking place in theology 
today with the discredited “modernism” 
of the former generation, and have 
damned them both together. 

In recent days there has gone out across 
the church a tract calling for the imme- 
diate setting-up of heresy trials (Out- 
LOOK, Jan. 31). But I donot think there 
will be many “heretic-martyrs” in our 
generation. The saintly Bishop Colenso 
of South Africa, Robertson Smith and 
George Adam Smith of Scotland, and 
Charles Augustus Briggs of our own 
country have already borne the brunt of 
this kind of attack. The battles over 
“verbal inerrancy,” the higher criticism, 
and the like, were fought out in England 
and on the Continent more than fifty 
years ago, and the smoke has all cleared 
from the battlefield. It is high time that 
we in the South leave these dated quarrels 
behind and move on into the rich harvest 
of Biblical and theological insight which 
is available to us through the labors of 
those scholars who have gone before. 
There was never a better time in the life 
of the church for scholars of liberal spirit 
and evangelical faith. 

Until recently the pens of Southern 
Presbyterian theologians have been no- 
tably dry, because of the threat of per- 
secution and of unfounded heresy charges. 
But today a better atmosphere prevails, 
and we can more and more expect the 
gifted scholars of our communion to set 
down in writing the results of their 
studies. 


To Teach Laymen 


I want to suggest in the fourth place 
that in the light of this present delay in 
union we as ministers have a definite re- 
sponsibility to our laymen, and especially 
to the office-bearers of the church. It is 
a generally conceded fact that the ma- 
jority of votes cast against union have 
been cast by laymen. And, without ques- 
tion, the major appeal which has been 
made to the laymen by the opponents of 
union has been the appeal to fear. Nor 
should we underestimate the potency of 
this appeal. There is a veritable fear 
complex in our midst: fear of being 
“swallowed up,” fear of “liberalism,” 
fear of “race mixture.” 


Of course this fear complex in the 
church is in large part a reflection of the 
fear complexes that are to be found in 
the national and international tensions 
of the present hour. But it is a rea] 
complex, and one with which we as lead- 
ers in the church must deal. Can it be 
that Christ is saying to us today as he 
said to his disciples in days of old, “Why 
are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?” 

One of the most tragic consequences of 
this recent conflict has been the wedge 
which has been driven between the elders 
and the ministers. This means that a 
special responsibility rests upon us min- 
isters to take the initiative in healing 
this breach, not by covering up or ignor- 
ing the real issues of contemporary church 
life, but by taking these men to our hearts, 
and in the spirit of love and sympathy 
and patience sharing with them our in- 
sights into the Great Tradition of the 
Christian faith, and seeking to create in 
them that “extra dimension” of thought 
and understanding that will enable them 
to “see life steadily and to see it whole.” 
We must set before our men a great vision 
of the church, as Dr. Mackay has said, 
“not as an idol of sectarian devotion,” 
but ‘‘as the instrument of God’s glorious 
purpose for the world.” 


Attitudes to One Another 


My last suggestion is that a serious 
responsibility rests upon us in our atti- 
tudes toward one another, as we continue 
our church life within the bounds of our 
familiar southern communion. There 
has been a good deal of contempt in recent 
years. (The word “contempt” is a bald, 
ugly word, yet none other fits so well.) 
If we allow this spirit to persist within 
us it will poison our ministry, it will 
greatly weaken the church, and in the 
end it will destroy our souls. It is not 
easy to root our animosity and to cast it 
from us, yet this is exactly what must be 
done. It cannot be done by covering it 
up, nor by deceiving one another with 
friendly gestures which are not real. 
Rather, this healing of the hurt which is 
upon us will come by closer personal ac- 
quaintance with those with whom we 
differ, by the mutual sharing of differ- 
ences, and by respecting the right of 
others to differ from us. 

There must be no smoldering of re- 
sentment in those of the losing side, nor 
any smugness of pride in those of the 
winning side. There must be no secret 
maneuvering to hold one position nor to 
gain another. The church is no place 
for partisan politics or pressure lobbying. 
Rather let there be openness of purpose 
and forthrightness of approach, and hon- 
esty in all our dealing with one another. 

Above all, let there be a full and un- 
reserved commitment to Christ and his 
church, that together we may fulfil the 
destiny to which he calls us in these days, 
and that we may fulfil it as “glad com- 
rades in a great redemptive fellowship.” 
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SCOTLAND LETTER 


Billy Graham and ‘Tell Scotland” 


By GEORGE C. CAMERON 


Sometimes in March Billy Graham 
will arrive in Scotland to conduct a six- 
weeks mission in Glasgow’s vast Kelvin 


Hall. He comes on the invitation of the 
interdenominational “Tell Scotland” 
Committee. 


Under any auspices his visit would be 
assured of success in terms of a filled 
auditorium, for since the Greater Lon- 
don Crusade of last spring his name has 
been headline value. On the evidence 
of the same Crusade it may confidently 
be expected that God will use him, his 
team, and those who work and pray with 
him, to bring many into the Kingdom . 

News of the “All Scotland Crusade,” 
as it is called, will doubtless cross the 
Atlantic in due course. One feature, how- 
ever, deserves special notice in advance, 
because it will put Dr. Graham’s evange- 
listic ministry in a setting rather different 
from anything which, to your correspond- 
ent’s knowledge at least, has hitherto 
surrounded it. 

The Graham Mission in Scotland will, 
in fact, be but one contribution, though 
by no means an insignificant one, to a 
movement of mission which is already 
into its third year of co-ordinated devel- 
opment. Reference has already been 
made in The Presbyterian Tribune to 
this “Tell Scotland” Movement. It rep- 
resents the postwar awareness of the 
churches concerning their primary task 
in the home field, which is the winning of 
the unchurched quarter of the population, 
and the re-awakening of the indifferent 
two-thirds of the churches’ own member- 
ship, to the claims and blessings of the 
Christian gospel. It co-ordinates the 
numerous spontaneous and independent 
experiments in evangelism which have 
been made over a considerable period, and 
it brings into burning focus the outstand- 
ing lessons which God has been teaching 
the churches through these ventures. 


B.B.C. Helps 

The vision and courage of the Reli- 
gious Broadcasting Department of the 
B.B.C. in Scotland has played a large 
part in uniting the churches in a con- 
sciousness of the movement of the Spirit 
which has been going on among them all 
for some time, and in making them aware 
of the oneness of purpose into which their 
efforts at witness are bringing them. With 
a strong lead from the Home Board of 
the Church of Scotland, and the forma- 
tion of an interdenominational “Tell 
Scotland” Committee, this unity in mis- 
sion has now begun to reach into the gen- 
eral membership of the churches. What 
can literally now be called a “movement,” 
has steadily gathered way. Much still 
remains to be done, and in further de- 
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velopments radio continues to play its 
invaluable part. 

The movement is marked by three main 
emphases, increasingly welcomed at least 
in certain areas. First is the recognition 
that effective mission in the contemporary 
situation is not something which can be 
delegated to individual evangelists or 
confined to sporadic special efforts, but is 
the permanent responsibility of the 
church as the redeemed and witnessing 
community. In this the congregation, 
which is the unit of worship and service, 
is seen as the active agent both of aggres- 
sion and of assimilation in mission. Sec- 
ond is the realization that in this per- 
manent engagement to which the church 
is committed, she must translate the full 
meaning of salvation into terms relevant 
and effective in the every-day life of every 
man at every level. This implies that 
the congregation and its members, cor- 
porately as well as individually, must be 
trained to express, in the local, the do- 
mestic, the social, the economic, the poli- 
tical, and the national and international 
situations, the full implications of Chris- 
tian faith and obedience. Third is the 
rediscovery that the church is the laos 
theou, the people of God, the redeemed 
community—and the acknowledgment 
that every member of the laos, that is, the 
layman, must find his place and play his 
part in the fellowship of witness as of 
worship. 


Prayer and Study Groups 

Congregational groups “for Bible 
study, for prayer, and for action,” which 
have sprung up in surprising numbers 
throughout the land during the past three 
years, are bringing many congregations 
noticeably nearer to the point where they 
can be corporate agents of mission, able 
to act in ways adapted to their particular 
surroundings as ambassadors for Christ. 
This should imply effectiveness not only 
in reaching the “outsider” but in as- 
similating him into a living spiritual 
fellowship where, both as a man and as 
a child of God he will find his deepest 
needs satisfied and his fullest capacities 
engaged and fulfilled. 

It may be that Billy Graham’s mission 
will have less impact on the unchurched 
multitude than on those who already know 
something of the church’s message and 
ministry. It will be none the less a work 
of God in Scotland if that is the case. To 
be sure, there are many who are saying, 
“We can sit back and let Billy Graham 
evangelize Scotland.” But there is a 
growing number of others who, although 
not at one with Dr. Graham on some 
issues, wholeheartedly welcome his com- 
ing for the contribution that he may make 


to this realistic and continuous movement 
of mission. Provided that he can inte- 
grate his work with what the church is 
already doing and will do, he will, by 
bringing many church members to the 
point of full commitment, mightily rein- 
force her for the task in which, by God’s 
grace, she will as the Body of Christ 
actively, unitedly, and effectively reach 
out to seek and to save the lost. 


Graham to Address 
Scottish Soldiers 


EDINBURGH (RNS)—Evangelist Billy 
Graham will make a side-trip during his 
six-week campaign in Glasgow this 
spring to address some 2,000 soldiers 
April 4 at Redford Barracks here, one of 
Scotland’s largest military bases. 

James A. Williamson, Assistant Chap- 
lain General of the Scottish Military 
Command, said army families in the area 
would be invited to attend. 

The “Tell Scotland” movement, spon- 
sors of the Graham campaign, has ar- 
ranged for some of the evangelist’s Glas- 
gow meetings to be heard in Edinburgh 
over a telephone hookup. Mr. Graham’s 
Glasgow campaign opens March 21. 

From April 20 to 25 the Glasgow re- 
vivals will be heard by this method in 
three Edinburgh churches—St. George’s 
(Church of Scotland), Charlotte Baptist 
chapel, and St. John’s Episcopal (An- 
glican)—and from April 26 to 30 in the 
city’s largest auditorium, Usher Hall, 
which seats 3,000. 

The relay mission will be conducted 
by Tom Allan, well-known broadcaster 
and field organizer of the “Tell Scot- 
land” movement. 


Congregation Spends 
Nine Hours in Church 


EDINBURGH (RNS)—Seventy members 
of the Church of Scotland’s Fountain- 
bridge congregation spent more than nine 
hours in the church here in an experiment 
that its minister, Alexander Greig, hopes 
will be the first of a series of similar ob- 
servances. 

The group included housewives, typ- 
ists, workmen, students and businessmen. 
They were welcomed at the church door 
at 11 a.m. by Mr. Greig and John Mac- 
kenzie, former Moderator of the Church 
of Scotland, and remained in the building 
until 8:30 p.m. 

During this time, they attended Bible 
class, Sunday school and morning serv- 
ice, had lunch in the church hall, listened 
to two talks in the chapel by Dr. Mac- 
kenzie on “The Power of Prayer,” medi- 
tated for an hour and a half, had high 
tea, and went to evening worship. 

“T thoroughly enjoyed the experience,” 
a 22-year-old office worker commented, 
“Tt gave me an opportunity to sort out the 
week’s worries and thoughts.” 

“This may be the beginning of some- 
thing wonderful,” Mr. Greig said. 
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Presbyterian Responsibility 

A sobering responsibility is ours in the 
world of today. The 66 churches which 
make up our World Presbyterian Al- 
liance sum up in the lives of their mem- 
bers, as in a microcosm, all the possible 
human situations in which contemporary 
men and women find themselves. This 
representative character is probably more 
true of Presbyterian and Reformed 
Churches than of any other Protestant 
communions in our time. Men and women 
who are heirs with us of the same heri- 
tage of faith, find themselves today in 
the midst of all the typical situations 
which our disordered world can present. 

This is notably true in the social and 
political realm. Members of Reformed 
Churches are involved today in unhappy 
racial tensions in South Africa and the 
United States of America. Others main- 
tain a robust evangelical witness in Com- 
munist countries, such as Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, Yugoslavia, and North Korea. 
Still others play a dominant part in 
evangelical communities in Spain and 
Colombia, where Fascist tyranny has per- 
secuted, and continues to oppress, the 
Protestant minority. We have brethren 
who live and witness in lands where other 
world religions, Islam, Hinduism, Bud- 
dhism, and Shintoism, exert a predom- 
inant spiritual influence. Hundreds of 
thousands of fellow-Presbyterians are 
found also in such crucial areas as South 
Korea and Indonesia which occupy the 
spotlight of world interest. There are 
countries in the Old World and in the 
New, where the Reformed faith has been 
established for centuries, and where 
Presbyterians play a decisive part in the 
affairs of state. Some of them, indeed, 
occupy positions of awesome responsi- 
bility in the international scene. ‘Those 
brethren of ours, involved as they are in 














so many diverse situations, stand in need 
of our prayers. 

The same obtains in the theological 
realm. In these last decades theologians 
of our Reformed family have made con- 
tributions of decisive importance to 
Christian thought. This distinction calls 
for mingled joy and trembling. Some 
Reformed theologians have restored the 
authority of the Biblical revelation to the 
main stream of theological concern. 
Others have unmasked man and shattered 
the illusion of liberal romanticism. Here 
and there throughout our church family 
new theological journals have been born 
to mark the vitality of Reformed thought 
and to bear witness to the leadership of 
Reformed thinkers in the theological 
realm. There comes to mind such new 
journals in the English-speaking world 
as the Scottish Journal of Theology, In- 
terpretation, and Theology Today. In 
other parts of the world there are other 
noble and important efforts of similar 
kind.—Joun A. Mackay at the Ottawa 
meeting of North American Presbyterian- 
ism. 


What the Presbyterian 
Alliance Can Do 


There are a number of functions which 
the Alliance, like other worldwide con- 
fessional groups, can serve for its own 
constituent member-denominations while 
it and they are nonetheless fully com- 
mitted to the larger ecumenical movement. 
Among these functions are the following: 


1. It can provide a worldwide fellow- 
ship for them which, by reason of their 
common history and traditions, will be 
warmer and more intimate than is pos- 
sible in the larger movement. 


2. It can provide a worldwide fellow- 
ship for those constituent member-denom- 
inations which, for one reason or another, 
are not yet members of the World Coun- 
cil, giving them at least this limited ex- 
perience of the spirit of ecumenicity and 





Test: Does it Increase 
Or Decrease Fear? 


lf you are afraid you are apt to 
act wrongly. You will feel hatred 
for the person you are afraid of. 
You will try to injure that person 
or groups. And fear generates fear 
on the other side; fear is an ex- 
panding thing. So every step 
might well be judged according to 
whether it increases or decreases 
the element of fear in the world. 
If there is less fear then there is 
more reasoned thinking, there is 
more understanding. 
—JAWAHARLAL NEHRU. 


by so much perhaps serving as a stepping- 
stone toward eventual affiliation with the 
larger movement. 

3. It can contribute, as can other con- 
fessional groups for themselves, its own 
witness to the traditions of doctrine, 
polity, and worship peculiar to the Re- 
formed tradition and by so much enrich 
the resources of the larger movement. 

4. It can, by reason of its closer his- 
torical and organizational ties to them, 
render certain practical service to mem- 
ber-denominations of the Presbyterian 
and Reformed family which could not 
readily be expected of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. 

5. The Alliance, as can each of the 
great confessional groups, can serve as 
a corporate critical instrument before 
which the larger ecumenical movement 
must continually justify itself in these 
formative years, and thus assure a strong- 
er, more solid, and richer foundation and 
nature to the developing genius of the 
larger movement... . 

It is clearly impossible, at this moment 
in Christian history, to think of the 
ecumenical movement without thinking 
of the great confessional families so much 
of whose strength has helped to make 
strong the foundations of the larger move- 
ment. We should be less than human if 
we did not cling steadfastly to the tra- 
ditions which have been most dear to us. 
We shall be less than divine, less devoted 
to Christ than our own best traditions 
would have us be, if ever we allowed our 
devotion to precious traditions to vitiate 
our commitment to that church which is 
greater than the sum of all its constituent 
churches because its foundations were 
laid in eternity and it was bought with 
a price not of silver nor of gold but of 
the precious blood of Christ. This, the 
“coming great church,” is his church, not 
ours; and toward its ultimate realization 
our churches must be ready to yield the 
way—James E. Wacner, President, 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, at 
the Ottawa meeting of North American 
Presbyterianism. 


Adult Classes 


We have allowed thousands of adult 
classes to proceed on a trivial basis when 
they could have been the means over a 
period of years, of remarkable growth 
toward an intelligently conceived end. 

A completely new pleasure in Bible 
study would come to many concerned 
Christians if they were to take a single 
book, such as The Gospel According to 
Luke, study its origin, its documentary 
background, its relation to other gospels, 
its probable authorship, its relation to 
the book of Acts and its unique character. 

Many have been in a class for years 
without ever making a serious study of 
a single book of the Bible as a book.— 
D. ELtton TruEBLOop in Your Other 
Vocation. 
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Footnote to Romans 5:1-11 


NOT ALL KINDS OF PEACE 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


ID Paul write: ‘Since we are jus- 
tified by faith, we have peace with 
God—” or: ‘Since we are justified by 
faith, let us have peace—”? ‘The ancient 
manuscripts are not agreed. Perhaps there 
is rather better evidence for “‘let us have” 
than “we have.” Moffatt translates it: 
“Let us enjoy the peace we have... .” 
Phillips paraphrases it: “Let us grasp 
the fact that we have peace. .. .” 
However you may like to translate it, 
the words suggest that peace is something 
we may and should expect, between God 
and Christ’s people. But peace is a word 
of various meanings, and not all kinds 
of peace are good. There is, for example, 
the peace of indifference. You, gentle 
reader, are at this moment probably car- 
rying on no feud with residents of Shand, 
Saskatchewan (population, nine), and 
we dare say no Shandian’s blood pressure 
rises a notch when and if he hears your 
name. On the other hand, whatever 
tragedies may have occurred in Shand 
have left you as dry-eyed as the citizens 
of that far hamlet have ever been through 
all your personal troubles. 

You and Shand are at peace, but 
you are not enjoying peace, because it 
is nothing but pure indifference. You 
are not aware of each other's existence. 


Thus there may be a so-called peace 
with God which is, on your part, nothing 
better than indifference. You may go 
your own ways untroubled by your dead 
conscience, untroubled by any thought of 
God. But this is not peace with God, 
not true peace. 


HEN there is the peace of compro- 

mise. A and B are at peace, that is 
to say, there are no active hostilities going 
on. A is not satisfied and neither is B, 
but each has accepted something, some 
situation, some arrangement, which he 
takes only because it is the best he can 
do at present. Hostilities will break out 
just as soon as either A or B thinks he 
sees a way of getting more of what he 
wants out of the other man than he has 
now. Well, there is a compromise-peace 
with God, and it is not good. It is faked, 
imaginary, unreal. God is not deceived, 
but the man deceives himself. He sup- 
poses that by doing some of the things 
God likes to have done, and by avoiding 
a few of the things God presumably dis- 
likes, he can “get by” enough so that 
God will be satisfied with what he can 
get, and so will not bother the compromis- 
ing sinner. He figures that God has his 
price, and that the price is low, so low 
he can pay it without much bother. But 
this is not peace at all, it is mere self- 
deception. 
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Close akin to this is the false peace 
of complacency. Between man and man, 
or between man and woman, one finds 
this situation, for example, in a home 
where the husband has been steadily in- 
sulting and bullying his wife, perhaps 
being too crude to realize what he has 
been doing, and supposing blandly that 
all is well with the little woman when 
as a matter of fact she would give her 
right arm to be rid of him. 

One sees the peace of complacency 
also when a man walks into a company 
supposing they are all his friends, un- 
aware of the hostility behind the smooth 
faces. 

It is likewise possible to have such 
a false peace with God. 


The evil woman in Proverbs who 
“eateth, and wipeth her lips, and saith, 
I have done no wrong”; the prophet who 
on shipboard slept soundly in the teeth 
of a storm, though the Lord’s wrath lay 
more heavily on him than on any other 
man there; a Simon Magus who thinks 
everything can be fixed up with the Holy 
Spirit if the cash payment is large 
enough; all these had a kind of peace 
with God, but it was the peace of com- 
placency, and it was no good. 


HEN there is a peace no better than 

a truce. The parties to it are ene- 
mies, they do not give up their enmity, 
they are only taking a rest from fighting 
for a while. It is doubtful whether God 
ever engages in a truce. But on man’s 
side, there are such performances as truce 
periods in which it is imagined that peace 
with God prevails. 

One can see this going on almost any 
Sunday in church .. . or one could see it 
if hearts were transparent. Here sit 
people who spend much of their work-day 
week simply tearing down the Kingdom 
of God. 


The world would be nearer God’s 
desire if they would only stay at home 
and do nothing instead of what they 
usually do. 


But for Sunday they vote a truce. 
They will attend church, drop a deduc- 
tible contribution into the collection, and 
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for the rest of the day keep more or less 
out of active mischief. They have a 
peaceful feeling on Sunday at dinner 
time—they feel at peace with God and 
the world. As a matter of cold fact, they 
are having a truce with both. Monday 
morning they will start working against 
God’s kingdom again, and will once 
more, as last week, try to domineer over 
so much of the world as they can lay their 
greedy hands on. God knows how much 
their peaceful after-dinner feeling is 
worth. 


HERE is also the peace of conquest, 

which is no peace really. One can 
imagine such a peace in hell, or in some 
of the prisoners there. Certainly in man- 
made penitentiaries one can see men 
walking meekly about, eating what is set 
before them, doing what is required, hat- 
ing everything, but making no outburst; 
filled not with the agitation of the des- 
perate but with the calm of the despair- 
ing. Streets of a conquered country are 
very quiet in the evenings. So aman may 
sit, not like Henley with head unbowed, 
but bleeding under the blows of a Power 
he feels too great for him, resentful and 
unreconciled, but quiet . . . and this too 
is no true peace. 


There is only one kind of peace with 
God which is real: the peace of. recon- 
ciliation, the kind of which Paul 
speaks, the kind that Christians know. 


Not the kind of peace that might result 
from wresting all our demands from God 
or standing on our “rights”; but the 
kind of peace that comes when we stop 
crying about our rights and remember 
our wrongs—when we recognize that in 
the account we have with God it is he that 
is the creditor, not we; when we have 
thrown ourselves on his mercy and have 
found it, and found him in our Lord 
Jesus Christ; when, in short, we have 
known forgiveness at the Cross; then we 
know what peace with God is, then we 
can rejoice in hope, rejoice in tribulation, 
and rejoice in God. 
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Weatherhead Takes Up Defense 
Of Moral Rearmament Movement 


LonpDON (RNS)—The Moral Rearm- 
ament movement was defended here by 
a leading Methodist clergyman who pro- 
tested against the “injustice” done it by 
the Church of England’s Social and In- 
dustrial Council. 

Leslie Weatherhead, president-desig- 
nate of the Methodist Conference of 
Great Britain, said the Council’s recent 
report on Moral Rearmament was “like 
sniping from behind a wall.” 

“Tt comes ill from a church which is 
missing outsiders so woefully to utter 
criticism about things that matter less 
than the winning of people to Christ,” 
Dr. Weatherhead said. 

The Council called the movement 
“psychologically dangerous, gravely de- 
fective in its social thinking and possibly 
a Christian heresy.” 

Its report was accepted by the Anglican 
Assembly, but, on the advice of the Arch- 
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bishop of Canterbury, the Assembly did 
not pass judgment on the movement’s 
merit or lack of it. 

Dr. Weatherhead’s protest was made in 
a sermon in Marylebone Presbyterian 
church, where his City Temple congrega- 
tion temporarily is worshiping. 

“Homes have been transformed and 
businesses revolutionized through the 
coming of a new spirit in the MR’s” he 
said. 

“Why should Moral Rearmanent have 
a theology? I thank God for the way the 
Oxford Group (originators of Moral Re- 
armament) is reaching out and bringing 
men and women into church. 

“Isn’t there every precedent in the New 
Testament,” asked Dr. Weatherhead, “for 
the personal winning of men for Christ? 
It is more important to convert an econ- 
omist and let him translate Christianity 
into economics than to toss over the pulpit 
half-baked theories you hardly know any- 
thing about.” 

The Council report accused the move- 
ment of dealing in platitudes and neglect- 
ing “the intellectual factor.” It added 
that in recent years its followers had de- 
parted from their earlier emphasis on 
Christ. 

But the Council report was not wholly 
critical. It acknowledged that Moral 
Rearmament had had a beneficial impact 
on same people, filling a vacuum in their 
lives which should have been filled “by 
a living and prophetic Christian faith.” 


USA MEN: SACRAMENTO 


Youngdahl Makes Plea for 
Greater Family Unity 


SACRAMENTO, CALIF. (RNS)—Federal 
Judge Luther W. Youngdahl of Wash- 
ington, D. C., called here for family unity 
as an imperative in defeating the spread 
of Communism “and other schemes.” 

Judge Youngdahl was a featured 
speaker at the western regional meeting 
of the National Council of Presbyterian 
men attended by more than 1,000 dele- 
gates from California, Oregon, Wash- 
ington, Montana, Utah, Nevada and 
Arizona. 

“Wherever families lose their mean- 
ing,” he said, “Communism and other 
schemes become rampant. 

“Discipline is being turned over to the 
school teacher, the policeman and group 
leaders when, actually, the primary re- 
sponsibility for discipline belongs in the 
home. It is easier to let children have 
their way, but physical punishment is 
sometimes a wholesome thing.” 

However, Judge Youngdahl added, 
every child needs “friendship, adventure 
and wholesome training and parents must 
provide these things because every child 
has the potential to travel down the wrong 
road.” 

Another speaker, Marshall L. Scott of 
Chicago, dean of the Presbyterian Insti- 
tute of Industrial Relations, said that the 
church is “virtually ignoring” the work- 
ing people who make up two-thirds of 
our society. 

“In the past,” he said, “the Presby- 
terian Church has felt its people were 
among the upper strata of society. Asa 
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result, the church is dying in small towns 
because of the movement to big cities, and 
in the cities we hardly have a foothold.” 

Gov. Arthur B. Langlie of Washington 
urged that more time be spent on “Chris- 
tian living and doing a Christian job in 
each community.” 

“Unless we make our Christian activi- 
ties more effective on a day-to-day basis,” 
he said, “‘we shall continue to weaken in 
America and lose our strength.” 

James H. Robinson of New York 
City’s Church of the Master called for 
America to make its influence felt in 
Africa before the Communists take ad- 
vantage of an opportunity to exploit that 
continent. 

“We have the greatest power and op- 
portunity of any nation in the world to 
offer the people of Africa a chance to be 
free,” he said. “But we must win them 
spiritually as well as practically.” 


Named First Woman Elder 
In Church’s 92 Years 


A teacher in Perry High School in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., Miss Ella F. Martin, has 
been ordained and installed as the first 
ruling elder in the 92-year history of the 
North church of that city. Miss Martin 
teaches a women’s Bible class and has 
served as a church deaconess. She be- 
comes one of 13 women elders serving 
in the 134 churches of Pittsburgh Pres- 
bytery. 


Property Issue 
Goes to High Court 


Cotumsra, S. C. (RNS)—A legal 
battle over control of McCarter Presby- 
terian church in Greenville, S. C., that 
has been waged for nearly two years has 
reached the South Carolina Supreme 
Court—and caused a voluntary reshuf- 
fling of the high tribunal’s bench. 

Associate Justices Taylor H. Stukes 
and Claude A. Taylor have disqualified 
themselves from sitting on the case be- 
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cause they are Presbyterians. They will 
be replaced for the duration of the hear- 
ing by Circuit Court judges. 

A decision by the Greenville County 
Court last July awarding legal title to the 
church property to the minority group of 
its congregation was appealed to the Su- 
preme Court by the majority group. 

The dispute began in May, 1953, when 
a majority of the congregation voted to 
withdraw from the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., and reorganize under the name of 
McCarter Independent Presbyterian 
church. Since that time the minority, 
which remained loyal to the denomina- 
tion, has been meeting at Greenville’s 
Second Presbyterian church. 

Shortly after the split, the minority 
group instituted court action to regain 
control of the church property on the 
grounds that the majority had forfeited all 
rights to the property by the withdrawal 
vote. 

In the County Court decision handed 
down last July, Judge William B. Mc- 
Gowan held that, while the majority was 
entitled to withdraw from the church 
“for any reason or for no reason at all,” 
it could not take the church property 
with it. 

“An attempt was made by the ma- 
jority,” he said, “to show that they with- 
drew from the denomination because of 


some fancied difference of opinion on the 
race segregation question. I find that 
this is not the reason they withdrew but 
that they did so because of the refusal 
of the Enoree Presbytery to further ap- 
prove the retention as supply pastor of 
the Rev. Douglas M. Parris [a Bob Jones 
University professor who had been pastor 
of the church since 1949]. 


“But, in any event, the court is not 
concerned with why the majority with- 
drew.” 
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MOVIE OF THE MONTH* 
The Long Gray Line 


Fifty years in the life of a Technical 
Sergeant at West Point are observed in 
flashback from the day he landed from 
Ireland in 1903 to the time set for his 
retirement. ‘This represents nearly one- 
third of the existence of the U.S. Military 
Academy, 153 years old at this story’s 
writing. It is a true story, as the film is 
based on the autobiographical account 
“Bringing Up the Brass” by Marty 
Maher and Nardi Reeder Campion. 

Marty is the hero of this heart-stirring, 
inspiring drama, beautifully directed by 
John Ford and splendidly acted by a dis- 
tinguished cast. Starting as a waiter in 
the cadets’ dining room, he enlists in the 
regular army. Through divers duties 
stemming from becoming permanent as- 
sistant to the Master of the Sword, he 
enters into the life of the Point by his 
personal relationships with three genera- 
tions of cadets. It is through these that 
we pass in review the events of important 
years at the Academy, including two 
world wars. There are the social events, 





*Rated by the Protestant Motion Picture 
Council. 
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the cramming for exam-, the athletic feats 
and some on the lighter side of life. Some 
romantic aspects are also cited, such as 
Marty’s courtship of a spirited Irish col- 
leen, their marriage and the years of 
faithful happy living, darkened for a 
while by the loss of their baby. There 
are some moments of gaelic brashness 
featured as comedy and occasions when 
patriotic fervor brings also deep sorrow, 
during war periods when news of “died 
for his country on the field of battle” 
are relayed to the Point and yearbooks 
are set in mourning by black markers. 

While this film is designed for enter- 
tainment—and it succeeds as warm- 
hearted family fare—it makes several 
worthwhile points: It preserves the dig- 
nity of West Point, a national institution 
which builds boys from every walk of 
American life into courageous, honorable 
men. That they graduate as “gentlemen 
and soldiers” is entirely correct. The 
Cadet Code of Honor is well exemplified, 
showing that obeying the rules and fol- 
lowing conscience in reporting infrac- 
tions is preferable to “getting away with 
it’ and avoiding discipline. While the 
men are trained in the art of war, there 
is a strong undercurrent of its futility 
and cruelty as a means of settling world 
affairs. 

Dependence on the traditional customs 
of their ‘religious heritage is shown in 
character appropriate to the Irish family 
life depicted. One memorable scene is 
shown in the West Point chapel when, 
at the close of the service, on December 
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7, 1941, the Protestant Chaplain reads 
the announcement of the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor. 

Throughout the enactment of the 
drama, there are thrilling displays on the 
parade grounds, to the tunes of stirring 
music. The awesome beauty of the Hud- 
son River majestic perspective and many 
outdoor and indoor scenes of the Academy 
stand out beautifully in Technicolor and 
CinemaScope. FOR: Family. 

(Columbia Pictures Corporation. Cine- 
maScope. Technicolor.) 

Of exceptional merit: 

BAD DAY AT BLACK ROCK (MGM). 
This drama of guilt, fear and cowardice 
in contrast to courage and a sense of jus- 
tice is told in classic form. From the start, 
a mood of extreme urgency is created. It 
is followed by mystery and suspense, un- 
known evil is suspected, confirmed, ex- 
posed. The plot is tightly knit, the arrival 
of a stranger on the daily flyer acts as the 
catalyst precipitating intense action. When 
he leaves, twenty-four hours later, he has 
brought law and order back to Black Rock 
and won for himself a knowledge of his 
own resources and purpose to live. Beau- 
tifully acted, in a necessarily rugged man- 
ner, this is a high quality production, 
subtly handling dramatic situations while 
being realistic. In Eastman Color and 
CinemaScope. FOR: Adults. 

UNCHAINED (Hall Bartlett Produc- 
tions, Inc. Warner Release.) Produced in 
semi-documentary style, this inspiring 
drama depicts truthfully the program and 
procedures in vogue at the California In- 
stitution for men at Chino, which repre- 
sents a new approach to the treatment of 
prisoners. Suggested by the life and work 
of Kenyon J. Scudder, Superintendent at 
Chino and by his book “Prisoners are 
People,” this is a film which holds to the 
lines in the field of penology. The plan 
at Chino is designed for a highly selective 
group of prisoners who present hopeful 
qualities for rehabilitation and the story 
is placed within this pattern. This is a 
prison without thick walls and without 
guns, only a fence, and the men are on 
their honor not to escape. In the words 
of one of the characters portrayed, “A man 
has to feel free inside himself before he 
is ready for freedom elsewhere.” This is 
the choice the man whose story is told 
has to make, after plotting escape and be 
ing rebellious for a time. He faces the 
truth about himself, life, his relationships 
and responsibilities. Well cast and no- 
tably well acted, this film is a socially 
significant achievement. It is also ar- 
tistically rewarding, greatly enriched by 
Todd Duncan’s singing and a good musical 
score by Alex North. FOR: Adults, Young 
People. 


GOWN CHOIR 


Satisfaction in Every Stitch since 1912 


PULPIT 











SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP 
QUALITY FABRICS 
LASTING BEAUTY 


Write for catalog G7 


BENTLEY & SIMON: 


7 WEST 36 ST + NEW YORK 18, N.Y. | 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





enu 
sins 
but 
are 


1. | 


puri 
and 
as J 
com 
Thu 
ual 

term 
deec 
que! 
(Ro 
othe 
und 
exar 
last 


MAI 


ds 
of 


he 
he 
ng 
id- 


ny 
nd 


ne- 


M). 
lice 
jus- 
art, 
It 
un- 
ex- 
ival 
the 
hen 
has 
Lock 
his 
eau- 
nan- 
‘ion, 
hile 
and 


duc- 
d in 
ring 

and 
1 In- 
epre- 
nt of 
work 
ot at 

are 
» the 
plan 
ctive 
peful 
story 
is a 
thout 
‘e on 
vords 
man 
re he 
his is 
; told 
id be 
s the 
ships 
d no 
cially 
sO «ar- 
ed by 
usical 
Young 


all 
DIR 
1912 


: 


TLOOK 








CHRISTIAN LIVING 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for March 20, 1955 
Colossians 3:5-10; | Timothy 4:12; | John 2:1-6 


In a report on the state of the churches, 
the National Council of Churches, meet- 
ing recently in Boston, said: “When we 
consider how little it costs to be counted 
among church members in our country 
today, we are troubled. The average 
church member is not conspicuously dif- 
ferent from the non-member.” How should 
he differ? If a group of Christians or 
non-Christians were asked this question 
in terms of life we would get a variety 
of answers. Some would emphasize neg- 
atives—things others do which a Chris- 
tian ought not to do; some—not so many, 
probably, would emphasize positives, 
things others do not do which a Christian 
ought to do. To be adequate there would 
need to be some of both. Such a double 
list Paul provides for us in Colossians 
3:4-17. 

1. Put to Death What Is Earthly 

“Put to death (KJv: mortify),” says 
Paul, “what is earthly in you.” Get rid 
of it, we would say. We can’t temporize, 
we can’t compromise, we can’t say, “I will 
indulge this evil habit—within limits”; 
we can’t pray as Augustine did in his 
unregenerate days, ““O God, make me 
pure, but not yet.” We must put it to 
death. But the Greek tense suggests con- 
tinuous and unending action. We are to 
keep on putting to death that which is 
earthly in us. ‘ Despite our best efforts 
evil is never entirely eradicated from our 
lives. So we must be ever on the alert, 
ever struggling. 

What is it that we are to put to death, 
which we are to keep on putting to death? 
“What is earthly in you,” says Paul. In 
brief what is contrary to the heavenly, 
i.e., to God’s will as it has been revealed 
in Christ (see vss. 1-4). 

Three types of sin Paul proceeds to 
enumerate, not because they are the only 
sins that Christians must contend with, 
but because they are typical sins which 
are apt to live on even in the Christian. 
1. Impurity 

The first group includes sins against 
purity—immorality, impurity, passion 
and evil desire (Rsv). The general order, 
as Lightfoot points out, is from the less 
comprehensive to the more comprehensive. 
Thus immorality refers to improper sex- 
ual indulgence; impurity is a broader 
term, including thought as well as 
deed; the word, “passion,” though fre- 
quently referring to this class of sins 
(Romans 1:26; I Thess. 4:5), includes 
other base passions which do not fall 
under the category of impurity, as for 
example, gluttony and intemperance; the 
last word—“evil desire” covers even a 


MARCH 7, 1955 





wider range of sins, for while passion 
refers to all ungovernable affections, evil 
desire reaches to all evil longings that we 
nurture within our breasts. 

Two current American problems in this 
general field, where Christian ideals clash 
with those of the world, are in the realm 
of sex and liquor. 

The Kinsey reports cannot be taken 
at face value, but they do undoubtedly 
reveal widespread moral laxity. In his 
report to the Synod of Virginia “On the 
state of the church,” retiring Moderator 
Francis P. Miller (OUTLOOK, October 4, 
1954), said: 


“If the trend of increasing preoccupation 
with decadent aspects of sex, which I 
have observed in my life time, continues, 
I can assure you that one hundred years 
from now this Republic will be rotten to 
the core and will go the way of other great 
empires whose vitality and creative ability 
have been sapped by this same cancer. 

“What is the responsibility of the Chris- 
tian Church? What is our responsibility 
in the presence of this monstrous evil? 

“Of one thing we may be sure. Laws 
cannot control the situation. ... Nor will 
the presence of a considerable number of 
influential persons with high ethical ideals 
make much difference. ... The only cure 
for a social disease of this kind is the cure 
that is provided by the presence within 
the nation of a redemptive community 
where chastity, purity and modesty are 
not just archaic words, but are accurate 
descriptions of the way of life of people 
who have come to know the love of God 
through Jesus Christ.” 


The question then arises, How can the 
church become more of a redemptive com- 
munity in this respect than it is now? 
“It is your business and my business,” 
said Colonel Miller, ‘‘in the months and 
years ahead to supply positive answers 
to these questions.” 

The second great problem of our day 
in this general area, is in regard to the 
use of alcohol. 

A report to the Synod of North Caro- 
lina last year on the alcohol question 
pointed out: 


“Never has alcohol done so much dam- 
age to so many of our citizens. It is re- 
liably estimated that of the 115 million 
people in our nation of drinking age (15 
years old and over) 57 million use alcohol 
in some way. Nor is drinking limited to 
men; today approximately 42 per cent of 
those who indulge are women. Of these 
men and women who use alcohol as a bev- 
erage, seven million are problem drinkers. 
This means that for every ten persons 
who drink, at least one will drink to ex- 
cess. An excessive drinker not only harms 
himself; he brings distress to his loved 
ones and friends. Thus in our nation 
today there are between 30 and 40 million 
people whose lives are adversely affected 
by alcohol. Add to this figure the thou- 
sands of innocent victims of highway acci- 


dents caused by drinking drivers. And top 
all this with one more sad and appalling 
fact: drinking has more than doubled in 
the past ten years.” 

The moderate drinker may argue that 
he is not responsible for the problem 
drinker. But recall: (1) Nobody desires 
to become a problem drinker. (2) A pre- 
dictable proportion of moderate drinkers 
become problem drinkers in time. (3) 
People are attracted to drinking not by 
the problem drinker but by the moderate 
drinker. What then should be the dis- 
tinctive Christian ideal in regard to al- 
coholic beverages? Church members are 
not agreed on the answer—that is evi- 
dent. But for many of us, the only Chris- 
tian answer is total abstinence. 


2. Covetousness 


Impurity in all of its forms, Paul tells 
the Colossians, is to be gotten rid of, and 
then covetousness. “And especially 
covetousness,” the Greek may be trans- 
lated. According to Lightfoot, ‘Impurity 
and covetousness may be said to divide 
between them nearly the whole domain 
of human selfishness and vice.” Do you 
agree? “The word for covetousness,” 
writes A. T. Robertson, “is not neces- 
sarily evil. It only means having the 
itch to get more, but there lies the prob- 
lem. That is what makes the love of 
money ‘a root of all evils’ (I Timothy 
6:10). Covetousness is referred to by 
Paul as idolatry because the covetous 
man sets up another object of worship 
besides God. (What are some of the 
things that men covet which may easily 
become their god?) A Roman Catholic 
priest said that during his long years of 
service all kinds of sin and crimes were 
confessed to him in the Confessional but 
never the sin of covetousness. It is a 
fault which we detect readily in others, 
but rarely in ourselves. 

3. Uncharitableness 

In vs. 8 Paul says Christians should 
put away all sins, not only those vices 
which have been especially named before 
in vs. 6 but all, of any kind. He then 
goes on to specify sins of an entirely 
different group from the two already men- 
tioned; in general, sins of uncharitable- 
ness. Impurity, covetousness and un- 
charitableness are the three great classes 
of sin dealt with in the passage. 

Under this last heading Paul names 
(1) Anger, a word which denotes a more 
or less settled feeling of hatred; (2) 
wrath, a word which refers to an explosive 
outburst; (3) malice, meaning plain bad- 
ness of heart, an evil habit of mind, 
malignitv, ‘the vicious nature which is 
bent on doing harm to others; (4) slan- 
der, which is defamation of character, by 
written or spoken word (KJv: railing) ; 
(5) foul talk, which includes abusive 
language and filthy, unclean talk, as in 
Ephesians 5:4; salacious double entendre 
in which some men delight, smutty stories, 
slimy details; and (6) lying. This sin, 
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as Dr. Snowden once pointed out, as- 
sumes many shapes and shades. 

“It not only gets uttered by Christian 
lips in outright lies, but also insinuates 
itself into our speech in many subtle 
forms. Exaggeration, misrepresentation, 
deceit, shaping things so as to make them 
fit our views and interests or our preju- 
dices—how many are the cunning ways in 
which we can mix falsehood wth our 
speech and make ourselves believe we are 
telling the truth when we are telling a lie. 
Many a Christian who is little tempted in 
the flesh and to whom an intoxicating 
drink may be a repulsive thing and who 
is strict to the point of abstinence and 
prohibition in matters of appetite will yet 
cherish uncharitable feeling and show an 
unChristian spirit and spit out spiteful 
words, perhaps all the while priding him- 
self on his superior virtue.” 


4. Prejudice 


In the spiritual region in which the 
believer is transferred in Christ, Paul 
concludes, there can be no national 
ceremonial or intellectual or social dis- 
tinctions. (The Greeks regarded all oth- 
er peoples as uncultured, the Scythians 
were regarded as the lowest type of bar- 
barian.) Paul is speaking here of the 
various human distinctions raised in his 
own day—and in ours under different 
terminology. (Baptist or Presbyterian, 
white or colored, rich or poor, cultured 
or uncultured, we might say-) For the 
Christian, such distinctions do not mat- 
ter; they have disappeared, for Christ is 
all and in all. If we realize that Christ’s 
spirit is to be found in all men, those of 
every race and class and condition, and 
if Christ is accepted as the ultimate goal 
of our lives, then such distinction will 
become unimportant, and the brotherhood 
of man will become a reality. 

Summing up this section of our study 
then we may say that there are four things 
which the man who has found the new 
life in Christ will put to death, or be con- 
tinually putting to death—impurity, co- 
veteousness, uncharitableness and preju- 
dice, in all of their forms. In the para- 
graph that follows, Paul indicates some 
of the virtues which the Christian must 
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put cn: compassion, kindness, lowliness 
(a proper estimate of ourselves), meek- 
ness (the opposite of rudeness), patience, 
forbearance, a willingness to forgive and 
love. This paragraph was studied very 
recently and will not be considered here, 
but the two paragraphs belong together. 
A Christian ought to be distinguished 
from a non-Christian by what he does 
not do and also by what he does. 


il. Set an Example and Conduct, 

| Tim. 4:12 

A minister teaches best by his own 
example; so do parents and Sunday 
school teachers and everyone else. Paul 
exhorts Timothy, who was probably well 
along in his thirties when Paul wrote 
him, but young to be placed in the leader- 
ship of so important a church (the 
Church in Ephesus), to “set the believers 
an example in speech and conduct, in 
love, in faith, in purity.” He is to set 
them as example, be it noted, both in 
outward conduct, including speech and 
act, and also in inward disposition—in 
love, which is directed toward one’s 
neighbors; in faith which is directed to- 
wards God, and in purity which is di- 
rected toward one’s self. Many men 
today are very careless about their speech 
—they take God’s name in vain, they tell 
suggestive stories, they blacken their 
neighbor’s reputation, they reflect on the 
character and faith of fellow-Christians 
-——in their own or other denominations. 
A Christian need not be a prude, but his 
speech should be that of a Christian, not 
the speech of those who have no love for 
Christ. And so with his conduct—it 
should make it easier for others to stand 
for the right and not more difficult. The 
love of which Paul speaks is not senti- 
ment, but the will for men’s good, a will 
for the good of all men that expresses 
itself in action whenever the right oppor- 
tunity is presented. Faith includes the 
idea of fidelity, a trust in God that makes 
us faithful to every responsibility. And 
purity means not only sexual purity, but 
also sincerity in both thought and act. 


lll. Keep His Commandments, 

1 John 2:1-6 

Does any Christian measure up wholly 
to the ideal which the Apostle sets? John, 
writing toward the close of the apostolic 
age, says: “If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
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is not in us.” (I John 1:8). But that does 
not mean that we are to be content with 
constant failure. “If we confess our 
sins,” John continues, “he is faithful and 
just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” The Greek 
term suggests that John had in mind the 
confession of our particular sins, which is 
more difficult, but also more helpful than 
the confession of a sinful nature in gen- 
eral. If we confess our sins God is faith- 
ful and righteous (1) to forgive us our 
sins, that is, to absolve us from sin’s 
punishment; and (2) to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness; that is, to free us 
from sin’s bondage. 

“My little children,” Paul continues by 
way of explanation, “I am writing this 
to you so that you may not sin; but if 
anyone does sin, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ, the right- 
eous; and he is the expiation for our sins, 
and not for ours only but also for the sins 
of the whole world.” The Christian who 
confesses his sin finds forgiveness and 
cleansing because he has an advocate— 
one whom he can call to his side to plead 
his case before the Judge of all mankind. 
This advocate is true man—Jesus, one 
sent from God—Christ, and he pleads 
effectively because he is righteous, and 
because he is the expiation for our sins. 
“The word translated ‘expiation’ (Rsv) 
does not mean what propitiation (KJv) 
means to us—the placation of an angry 
deity,” explains the 20th Century Quar- 
terly. “It means rather the removal of 
that which makes the approach to God 
impossible. The idea is that the active 
righteousness of God, as revealed in the 
person of Jesus will save the world.” 

“And by this we may be sure that we 
know him,” says John, “if we keep his 
commandments.” In the early Christian 
world were men who claimed that a 
mystical relationship with God freed 
them from all need for moral living. In 
the church today are men who think that 
trust in Jesus as Savior is sufficient for 
salvation apart from its fruits in Chris- 
tian living. But a saving knowledge of 
Christ manifests itself in obedience. “He 
who says I know him, but disobeys his 
commandments is a liar, and the truth 
is not in him, but whoever keeps his 
word, in him truly love for God is per- 
fected,” i.e., made complete. The love 
that God desires does not come all at 
once, but increasingly to him who keeps 
his word. The proof of one’s abiding in 
God is shown by the way in which he 
lives. 
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BOOK NOTES 





A CALL TO FAITH. By Rachel Hender- 
lite. John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 224 
pp., $3. 


This book sets out to talk understand- 
ably about Christian beliefs, but, more 
important, to relate them to daily living. 
It accomplishes both aims well: It is 
understandable, with a minimum of tech- 
nical theological terms, and from the doc- 
trine of God to the concluding ‘“‘response 
of service,” it deals with vital matters. 

Written to be the central study book 
during this year’s ‘‘Forward With Christ” 
emphasis in the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., it nevertheless will be a rewarding 
volume fer any churchman to have at any 
time as a brief, summarizing, clarifying 
statement of Christian beliefs. (It is 
unfortunate that a book to be widely 
studied by individuals and groups in the 
church has to sell for as much as $3; per- 
haps an edition in paper binding can yet 
be made available.) 

Dr. Henderlite is professor of Applied 
Christianity and Christian Nurture at the 
General Assembly’s Training School. 
Her doctorate was earned at the Yale 
Divinity School, but one of the most 
formative influences of her life is doubt- 
less revealed in the book’s dedication: 
“To my family—father, mother, sister, 
brother—who, by living tegether as a 
Christian family and arguing heatedly 
about theology around the dinner table, 
have given me my faith.” 
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References to authors cited in a volume 
often give a clue to its “soundness.” This 
volume will pass without difficulty, for 
the ones most frequently mentioned ap- 
pear in this order: Paul (far in front), 
Augustine, Karl Barth and Martin Lu- 
ther. 

It is to be hoped that the carefully 
prepared volume will be as carefully 
studied across the church and that its 
“call to faith” will be answered with a 
dedication marked by intelligence and 
by zeal. 

oe & 


BOOK CLUB selections for April in- 
clude the following: 

Book-of-the-Month: The Good Shep- 
herd, by C. S. Forester, Little, Brown. 


Literary Guild: The Scotswoman 
(Flora Macdonald), by Inglis Fletcher, 
Bobbs-Merrill. 


Pastoral Psychology: Morals and 
Medicine by Jos. F. Fletcher, Princeton 
University; dividend, Counselling with 
Young People, by C. Eugene Morris, As- 
sociation Press. 

Pulpit: God’s Good News, by Gerald 
Kennedy, Harpers; dividend, The Pray- 
ers of Peter Marshall, McGraw-Hill. 

Religious: Doing the Truth, by Jas. 
A. Pike, Doubleday. 


* * * 


BOOK CLUBS operating in the United 
States are said to number more than 
100, serving more than 11,000,000 people. 


* * * 


CLASSICS are now being offered by 

Random House in paperback editions 
at 95¢. Ranging in length from 256 to 
958 pages, they include, in the first ten 
published, such titles as these: Crime 
and Punishment; Tom Jones; Seven 
Greek Plays; The Divine Comedy; The 
Republic; Vanity Fair; Gulliver's Trav- 
els and others. 
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CHANGES 

Arnold N. Lambert from Springfield, 
Mo., to 1419 Topeka Ave., Topeka, Kan. 

Paul A. Chesney, Simondale church, 
Portsmouth, Va., has accepted a call to 
the Ruffner Memorial church, Charleston, 
W. Va. 

H. Reid Newland, Cleveland, N. C., will 
become pastor of the John Calvin church, 
Salisbury, N. C., April 1. Address: 209 
Overman Ave. 

J. R. Woodson from Patrocinio to Pos- 
tal 8, Uruana, E. de Goyaz, Brazil. 

James H. Grier, president emeritus of 
Monmouth College, from Upland, Calif., 
to 650 W. Ninth St., Claremont, Calif. 

Homer D. Pease, Orwell, N. Y., has re- 
tired as pastor of the First church, Lodi, 
N. Y 


R. S. Snyder, who has retained his 
Presbyterian, USA, affiliation while serv- 
ing as temporary supply of the Seigle 
Avenue church, Charlotte, N. C., for sev- 
eral years, has resigned that work for 
health reasons. 

John H. Sadler from Forest Park, Ga., 
to 256 Kirkwood Rd., N. E., Atlanta, Ga. 

S. J. Venable, formerly of Colora, Md., 
now serving as general presbyter of New 
Castle Presbytery, may be addressed at 
Box 212, Wilmington 99, Del. 

C. H. Maury. from Jackson, Ky., to the 
Flat Branch church, Rt. 1, Bunnlevel, 
N. C. 

John T. Keels from Albany, Ga., to 161 
Mt. Vernon Dr., Decatur, Ga. 

John K. Abernethy from 


Coshocton, 
Ohio, to 801 N. 


Bolton Ave., Indianapolis, 


Robt. G. Balnicky, formerly of Troy, 
N. C. is serving the church at Ocean 
Drive Beach, S. C. 

The address of J. Walton Stewart, Jr., 
formerly of Natchez, Miss., now of the 
First church, Savannah, Ga., is 215 E. 
48th St. 

S. A. Burgess, Jr., who has been serv- 
ing the Elkin, N. C., church, will spend 
the next two years studying in Scotland. 


STUDENT VOLUNTEERS 

Two full-time administrative  secre- 
taries have been added to the staff of the 
Student Volunteer Movement to plan for 
the 17th quadrennial conference on the 
world mission of the church next Dec. 
27-Jan. 1 at Ohio University, Athens, O. 
They are M. A. Thomas of Travancore, 
India, and Marion Baumgardner of Well- 
ington, Texas, former Methodist mis- 
sionary to India. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 

Wm. C. Walzer of New York has be- 
come associate general director of the 
joint commission on Missionary Educa- 
tion of the National Council of Churches. 
He will supervise promotional and pub- 
lic relations activities of the commis- 
sion, including those of the Friendship 
Press. 


SPRUNT LECTURER, 1956 

James Hastings Nichols, professor of 
church history of the University of Chi- 
cago divinity school, has been announced 
as the James Sprunt lecturer at Union 
Seminary, Va., in March, 1956. 


DEATHS 

LeRoy Gresham, 83, retired former 
pastor of Salem. Va., died Feb. 16 in a 
Roanoke hospital, following several 
months of declining health. Dr. Gresham 
was pastor in Salem from 1909 to 1946, 
his only other pastorate being in Chapel 
Hill, N. C., 1906-09. 

Robert Campbell Anderson, 90, died at 
his home in Montreat, N. C., Feb. 20 after 
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a long illness. Dr. Anderson retired ig 
1946 as president, manager and treasurer 
of the Mountain Retreat Association with 
which he was identified for 35 years, be 
ing regarded its chief builder. 


RETIREMENT 

Mary Ely Lyman has retired as profeg- 
sor of English Bible and dean of women 
students at Union Seminary, New York. 
She was the first woman to occupy a 
chair on the Union faculty and one of 
the first women to hold a full professor- 
ship in any American theological school, 
She will be succeeded as dean by Mrs. 
Clarence Tucker Craig, widow of the 
former dean of Drew Seminary. Dr. 
Lyman is a minister of the Congrega- 
tional Christian Church. 


R. E. W. SPEAKERS 

Speakers during Religious 
Week include: 

AGNES ScotrJohn Newton Thomas, 
Union Seminary, Va. 

SCHREINER INSTITUTE—John F. Ander 
son, Jr., Dallas, Texas 


Emphasis 


TRAVEL 

Elmer G. Homrighausen of Princeton 
Seminary will spend three months thig 
spring in Formosa, Hongkong, Indonesia 
and Malaya, consulting with faculty and 
board members of the theological sem- 
inaries in each country to help in plan- 
ning for training ministers in Christian 
education procedures. En route home 
he will visit Thailand, India and Europe, 
The board of founders of the Nanking 
Theological Seminary is making the trip 
possible. He will leave American shortly 
after Easter. 


CUMBERLAND 

John Stammer Smith, former Cooke- 
ville, Tenn., pastor, and Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, has become pastor 
of the Fifth Cumberland church, 2443 
Tutwiler, Memphis, Tenn. He succeeds 
H. Shaw Scates, recently named Stated 
Clerk of the Cumberland General As- 
sembly. 
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Educational Excellence. Member South- 
ern Association Colleges and Secondary 
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year and two year business courses. 
Preparatory department with 11th, and 
12th grades. Veterans. Moderate 
charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Sum- 
mer school begins June 6, 1955. 
THE REGISTRAR 

Maxton, North Carolina 


Peace (College 


Owned by the Presbyterians of 
North Carolina 
A Junior College combined with the last 
two years of preparatory school for 
girls who wish to complete high school 
work in a college atmosphere. Accred- 
ited. Transfer or terminal programs 
offered in: 
LIBERAL ARTS 
SECKETARIAL 
MUSIC 
Well-rounded program of sports, cul- 
tural, and social activities. For catalog 
write: 
WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, 
Raleigh, N. C. 


Box 38-R 








HOME ECONOMICS 
PRE-NURSING 
ART 
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